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Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program 

The Adirondack Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 

 

Hosted by the Adirondack Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 

Keene Valley, New York 

 

The Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) serves as the Adirondack Partnership for 
Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM), one of eight partnerships across New York State 
(NYS) (Map 1). APIPP is a program founded by the Adirondack Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 

(TNC), NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC), NYS Department of 
Transportation (NYS DOT), and NYS Adirondack Park Agency (APA). APIPP is funded, in part, 

through the invasive species line of NYSôs Environmental Protection Fund as administered by the 
NYS DEC. More than 30 cooperating organizations and hundreds of volunteers support APIPP in its 

mission. We thank all of our partners and collaborators who participate in the program and share their 
ideas, time, and resources.  

 

Map 1: Jurisdictional boundaries of New York Stateôs PRISMs 
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Program Mission, Projects, & Staff 

The threats posed by invasive species are an issue front and center of concern in the Adirondack 
region. Action is underway at local, regional, and statewide scales, contributing to a comprehensive 
approach to address their negative impacts on ecosystems, economies, and society. APIPP joins 
forces with partner organizations, communities, and volunteers to put strategic and innovative 
solutions into place. APIPPôs mission is toé 

Protect the Adirondack Region  

from the Negative Impacts of Invasive Species 

The program coordinates two regional projects; an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Project (Aquatic 
Project) and a Terrestrial Invasive Species Project (Terrestrial Project). Staff members include 
Brendan Quirion, Program Manager; Erin Vennie-Vollrath, AIS Project Coordinator; Zachary Simek, 
Terrestrial Invasive Species Project Coordinator, and Katherine Gale, 2018ôs seasonal Invasive 
Species Educator.  

 

Five-year Strategic Plan Goals 

¶ Coordination 

¶ Pathway Analysis 

¶ Spread Prevention & Vector Management 

¶ Enforcement & Legislation 

¶ Education & Outreach 

¶ Early Detection, Rapid Response, & Monitoring 

¶ Control & Management 

¶ Information Management 

¶ Restoration 

¶ Research 

¶ Climate Change Adaptation 

¶ Resource Development & Funding 

 

Priority Setting Structure  

In setting awareness building and prevention priorities, APIPP focuses on the primary invasive 
species introduction and spread pathways to and within the Adirondack PRISM. These include for 
AIS: the overland transport of recreational boating and fishing equipment and human-assisted 
movement of fish and baitfish, for terrestrial invasive plants: the movement and use of contaminated 
fill/construction material, sale and use of non-native ornamental plants in agriculture/horticulture, and 
human-assisted spread of seeds and propagules through land-based recreation activities, and for 
invasive forest pests and pathogens: movement of untreated firewood and use of out of region 
sources of trees and shrubs in landscaping, restoration, and nursery plantings. 

 

 



 

3 

 

 

APIPP utilizes a unified theory of invasive species management to set rapid response and ongoing 
management priorities (Figure 1). This unified theory includes: 

1. Assessment of the relative threat of invasive species currently affecting the Adirondack 
PRISM;  

2. Evaluation of whether high threat species are affecting one or more conservation, economic, or 
societal assets in the Adirondack PRISM; 

3. Assessment of whether effective management tools and techniques (chemical, mechanical, 
biological, etc.) are available to address both the species infestation and potential 
sources/pathways of reintroduction; and lastly, 

4. Whether sufficient resources are available to ensure project completion and that expenditure of 
resources will result in a high return on investment and produce tangible, lasting results over a 
five to ten-year time horizon.  

APIPP utilizes several resources and pre-project planning tools to move through each step of this 
unified theory. These include NYS and Adirondack PRISM invasive plant and animal threat ranking 
assessments, Geographic Information Systems, conservation asset maps, climate change models, 
available best management practices, economic impact studies, invasive species distribution 
databases, evidence of human health impacts, and TNCôs Invasive Plant Management Decision 
Analysis Tool (IPMDAT). 

 

 

Figure 1: APIPPôs Unified Theory of Invasive Species Management 
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2018 Highlights 

¶ Celebrating Twenty Years of Partnership! APIPP celebrated its 20th year leading efforts to 
protect the Adirondack region from invasive species impacts. Along the way, APIPP has 
become a model for other invasive species programs throughout New York State and the 
country. With support from partners, decades of hard work are yielding impressive results. By 
the numbers these include: 

o 110,000+ miles of roadside and shoreline surveyed for invasive species 

o 304 of 409 lakes and ponds surveyed documented as free of aquatic invasive species 

o 5,100 infestations of high-threat invasive species mapped 

o 2,100 infestations managed 

o 1,030 infestations locally eradicated 

¶ Pledge to Keep Invasive Species Out! APIPP expanded the Keep Invasive Species Out 
marketing and public awareness campaign to include a pledge agreement for individuals, 
organizations, and businesses. By taking the pledge, you commit to taking the necessary steps 
to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species and sharing information and 
resources on the campaign within your circles of influence. In return, APIPP will provide you 
with free promotional items and print materials. You can take the pledge at: 
https://keepinvasivespeciesout.com/pledge/  

¶ Local Eradications on the Rise! Upon assessment, APIPP has maintained an 87% success 
rate in attempted eradications of 1,130 discrete invasive species infestations since 2009. 
Studies indicate that fewer than 50% of attempted eradications usually succeed, highlighting 
the effectiveness of APIPPôs approach to addressing invasive species threats to the region. 
APIPP has produced a new map showcasing the programôs reach and progress in eradicating 
invasive species from the region (Map 5). 

¶ APIPP Takes Flight! APIPP became the first permitted non-governmental organization to 
conduct unmanned aerial vehicle-assisted surveys for invasive species over the Adirondack 
Forest Preserve. Approximately 890 acres of vulnerable wetland habitat were surveyed for 
invasive common reed grass (Phragmites australis) with three new infestations detected. 
Infestations as small as 0.02 acres in size were able to be detected and took 22% less time to 
find than traditional on the ground surveys. 

¶ Sonar Technology Strengthens AIS Surveys! APIPP expanded the use of sonar technology 
and the BioBase post-processing system under its AIS early detection team to generate maps 
of vegetation biovolume, bottom sediment hardness, and bathymetry for 31 lakes and ponds 
surveyed. APIPP will utilize this lake characteristic data to inform future waterbody-specific AIS 
vulnerability assessments to better prioritize prevention, survey, and management resources. 
You can access detailed maps of all lakes surveyed at: http://adkinvasives.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/FINAL-2018-AIS-Report.pdf  

¶ Innovations Summit Inspires Action! Over seventy people attended APIPPôs biannual 
summit focused on innovations in invasive species prevention, early detection, and 
management. Session topics included Advancements in Biological Control & Host Resistance 
for Invasive Species Management as well as Advancements in Remote Sensing & New 
Technologies for Invasive Species Prevention & Early Detection. APIPP and partners are 
currently in the process of advancing several of the remote sensing technologies featured 
during the event to detect and map invasive species infestations in the Adirondacks. 

https://keepinvasivespeciesout.com/pledge/
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/FINAL-2018-AIS-Report.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/FINAL-2018-AIS-Report.pdf
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Round-up of 2018 Accomplishments by the Numbers 

¶ APIPPôs Terrestrial Project managed 727 infestations of target invasive species and 
documented their absence from 1,025 historically managed infestations.  

¶ APIPPôs Aquatic Project surveyed 63 Adirondack waterways for target AIS and only found two 
to be newly invaded. 

¶ APIPP staff presented to at least 1,934 people at 56 different events, trainings, and 
professional conferences.  

¶ APIPPôs websites and social media channels engaged 15,219 unique visitors and followers. 

 

This is just a sampling of the great work underway, thanks to the sustained commitment of 
APIPP staff and partners.  What else have we been up to, and what is to come?  Read on to find out! 

 

Sincerely,  

The APIPP Team 

 

APIPP Staff & Partners Present at 2018 Fall Partner Meeting - The Adirondack Chapter of TNC, Keene Valley
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AQUATIC & TERRESTRIAL  

INVASIVE SPECIES PROJECT REPORTS 
 

Target Species ï Existing Threats 

This section describes existing, high priority species threats affecting the Adirondack PRISM. 

 
Aquatic Invasive Plants 

The Aquatic Project surveys for six target aquatic invasive plants known to be present in the 
PRISM based on their high or very high PRISM invasiveness rankings: Eurasian watermilfoil 
(Myriophyllum spicatum), variable-leaf watermilfoil (Myriophyllum heterophyllum), water chestnut 
(Trapa natans), curly-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana), and 
European frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae). As of 2018, 105 Adirondack lakes are known to be 
invaded by one or more of these target aquatic invasive plants (Map 2). 

¶ Eurasian watermilfoil (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a submerged perennial 
that grows quickly, forming dense mats that can degrade native habitat and impede 
recreational use. It is known to be present in 61 lakes in the PRISM. It was newly reported in 
two lakes in 2018, Moody Pond (Essex County) and Penfield Pond (Essex County). 

¶ Variable-leaf watermilfoil (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a submerged 
perennial that grows quickly, forming dense mats that can degrade native habitat and impede 
recreational use. It is known to be present in 47 lakes in the PRISM. There were no new 
reports of this plant in 2018. 

¶ European frog-bit (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a free-floating annual that 
forms dense mats that can limit light penetration and impede recreational use. It is known to be 
present in six water bodies in the PRISM. There were no new reports of this plant in 2018. 

¶ Water chestnut (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a floating annual which forms 
dense mats that cover large expanses of water and can impact water quality, native species 
and impede recreational use. It is known to be present in five water bodies in the PRISM: Lake 
Champlain, Lake George, Hadlock Pond, Loon Lake, and Lake Alice. There were no new 
reports of this plant in 2018. 

¶ Curly-leaf pondweed (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a submerged perennial that 
begins growing early in the year and can outcompete native species. It is known to be present 
in 17 lakes in the PRISM. There were no new reports of this plant in 2018. 

¶ Fanwort (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a submerged aquatic plant that forms dense 
beds that can crowd out native plant species. It is known to be present in four private lakes in 
the PRISM: Efner Lake, Horseshoe Pond, Jenny Lake, and Mill Pond. There were no new 
reports of this plant in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Eurasian_Watermilfoil_Updated2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Variable_Leaf_Watermilfoil_Updated2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_European_Frog_Bit_Updated2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Water_Chestnut_Updated2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Curly_Leaf_Pondweed_Updated2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Fanwort_Updated2015.pdf
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Small-bodied Aquatic Invasive Animals 

The Aquatic Project surveys for five target small-bodied aquatic invasive animals known to be 
present in the PRISM based on their high or very high NYS invasiveness rankings: spiny waterflea 
(Bythotrephes longimanus), fishhook waterflea (Cercopais pengoi), Asian clam (Corbicula 
fluminea), zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha), and Chinese mystery snail (Cipangopaludina 
chinensis). As of 2018, 21 Adirondack lakes are known to be invaded by one or more of these 
target small-bodied aquatic invasive animals (Map 2). 

¶ Fishhook waterflea (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = Very High) is an invasive 
zooplankton that can alter the composition, structure, and function of the ecosystem by 
outcompeting native zooplankton and juvenile fish. They were first documented in Lake 
Champlain in 2018. 

¶ Zebra mussel (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = Very High) is a filter-feeding 
freshwater mollusk that displaces native species, attaches to and covers surfaces, and has 
sharp shells that are a nuisance to lake users. The majority of waterbodies in the region 
currently do not have sufficient calcium levels to support large populations of zebra mussels. 
They are only known to be present in two lakes in the PRISM, Lake Champlain and Lake 
George. There were no new reports of this species in 2018.  

¶ Chinese mystery snail (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = Very High) is a large snail 
that quickly reproduces and has the potential to decrease native snail populations and change 
water chemistry. They are known to be present in 13 lakes in the PRISM. There were no new 
reports of this species in 2018. 

¶ Spiny waterflea (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = Very High) is a macro-zooplankton 
that can reproduce rapidly through asexual reproduction and compete directly with juvenile fish 
and native zooplankton for food. Its long spines also easily attach to fishing lines creating a 
nuisance for anglers. They are known to be present in nine lakes in the PRISM. There were no 
new reports of this species in 2018. 

¶ Asian clam (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = High) is a filter-feeding freshwater 
mollusk that displaces native species, alters the food chain, and may cause algae blooms. It is 
also a bio-fouler, clogging industrial and commercial water systems. They are known to be 
present in one lake in the PRISM; Lake George. There were no new reports of this species in 
2018. 

 
Small-bodied Aquatic Invasive Animal Identification Training ï Darrin Fresh Water Institute, Bolton Landing 

http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/11c34_Cercopagis%20pengoi%20Ecological.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/6299f_Dreissena%20polymorpha.ecological.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/55afa_Bellamya%20chinensis%20Ecological.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/94b0a_Bythotrephes%20cederstroemi%20Ecological.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/ebb5a_Corbicula%20fluminea%20Ecological.pdf
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Terrestrial Invasive Plants 

The Terrestrial Project surveys for twenty-two target terrestrial invasive plants known to be 
present in the PRISM based on their high or very high PRISM invasiveness rankings: knotweed 
species (Reynoutria spp.), autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), common reed grass (Phragmites 
australis), purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), black 
swallow-wort (Cynanchum louiseae), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), pale swallow-wort 
(Cynanchum rossicum), oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), bush honeysuckles (Lonicera 
spp.), garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Norway maple (Acer platanoides), winged burning bush 
(Euonymus alatus), common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), 
cup plant (Silphium perfoliatum), reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea), tree-of-heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima), yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus), glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus), lesser 
celandine (Ficaria verna) and giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum). As of 2018, there are 
4,677 mapped infestations of these plants in the PRISM (Map 3).   

¶ Knotweed species (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) are large bamboo-like 
perennials that grow vigorously and quickly out-compete native species for space and 
resources. These plants readily invade riparian areas, cultivated lands, yards, and roadsides. 
There are currently 1,114 documented infestations of these plants within the PRISM. Ninety-
seven new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Autumn olive (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a large, spiny, deciduous shrub 
that can reach 20 feet in height and produces bright red berries that are readily consumed by 
birds and other animals, allowing it to spread long distances. It can form a dense layer of 
understory vegetation that crowds out native plants and impedes tree seedling recruitment. It 
readily invades areas of disturbance such as roadsides, grasslands, fields, and forest 
edges/openings. There are currently 21 documented infestations of this plant within the 
PRISM. Ten new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Common reed grass (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a large perennial grass 
that aggressively invades wetlands, outcompetes native vegetation and forms dense thickets 
that have little value to wildlife. It readily invades wetlands, cultivated areas, and drainage 
ditches. There are currently 1,541 documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. 
One-hundred eleven new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Purple loosestrife (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is an herbaceous perennial that 
invades wetlands, produces millions of seeds each year, and outcompetes surrounding native 
plants. It readily invades wetlands, cultivated areas, and drainage ditches. There are currently 
583 documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. One-hundred eighteen new 
infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Japanese barberry (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a spiny herbaceous shrub 
that is commonly planted as an ornamental and escapes into natural areas via bird dispersed 
seeds. It can dominate the forest understory, especially in areas with high deer densities, 
outcompetes native plants, and improves tick habitat. It readily invades forest understories, 
riparian corridors, roadsides, and grasslands. There are currently 45 documented infestations 
of this plant within the PRISM. Seven new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Black swallow-wort (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a perennial herbaceous vine 
that forms dense mats that can smother native vegetation. It readily invades riparian areas, 
grasslands and fields, forest edges and understories, and roadsides. There are currently 45 
documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. Thirteen new infestations of this plant 
were documented in 2018. 

http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Knotweed-species2015doc.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_AutumnOlive2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Phragmites-2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Purple-Loosestrife2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Japanese-Barberry2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Black-Swallow-wort2015.pdf
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¶ Multiflora rose (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a spiny, perennial shrub that can 
reach 15 feet in height. Infestations can become dense and shade out native plants. It readily 
invades roadsides, riparian corridors, grasslands, forest edges and canopy openings. There 
are currently 12 documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. Seven new 
infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Pale swallow-wort (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a perennial herbaceous vine that 
forms dense mats which smother native vegetation. It readily invades forested wetlands and 
riparian areas, cultivated lands, grasslands and fields, forest edges and understories, and 
roadsides. There is currently only one documented infestation of this plant within the PRISM. 
There were no new infestations of this plant documented in 2018. 

¶ Oriental bittersweet (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a perennial woody vine that 
can form dense mats which shade out low growing vegetation and climb into the forest canopy, 
girdling trees and blocking sunlight. It readily invades forested wetlands and riparian areas, 
cultivated lands, grasslands and fields, forests, and roadsides. There are currently 55 
documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. Twelve new infestations of this plant 
were documented in 2018. 

¶ Lesser celandine (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a low growing flowering perennial 
that forms dense monocultures that crowd out native vegetation. It readily invades wetlands 
and open riparian corridors. The first four infestations of this species were documented in the 
PRISM in 2018. 

¶ Bush honeysuckle species (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) are deciduous shrubs 
that can reach 20 feet in height and invade forest edges and openings. Infestations can 
become dense, shading out native plants and promoting tick habitat. These plants readily 
invade roadsides, grasslands, forest edges, and canopy openings. There are currently 106 
documented infestations of these plants within the PRISM. Forty-six new infestations of these 
plants were documented in 2018. 

¶ Garlic mustard (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is an herbaceous biennial that 
outcompetes native understory plants through allelopathy. It readily invades areas of 
disturbance such as campgrounds, trailheads, and roadsides and slowly expands into the 
surrounding forest understory. There are currently 867 documented infestations of this plant 
within the PRISM. Twelve new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Norway maple (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a deciduous tree that averages 
50 feet in height and establishes in forests via wind dispersed seed. Infestations can become 
dense and shade out native plants. It readily invades forests, riparian corridors, roadsides, and 
forested wetlands. There are currently nine documented infestations of this plant within the 
PRISM. Three new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Winged burning bush (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a deciduous shrub that 
can reach 20 feet in height and escapes into natural areas via bird dispersed seeds. 
Infestations can become dense and outcompete native plants. It readily invades roadsides, 
riparian corridors, and forest understories. There are currently ten documented infestations of 
this plant within the PRISM. Five new infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. 

¶ Common buckthorn (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = Very High) is a deciduous shrub or small 
tree that can exceed 20 feet in height. It produces small glossy, black berries that are 
dispersed long distances by birds. Infestations can become dense and shade out native plants. 
It readily invades areas of disturbance such as roadsides, grasslands, forest edges and 

http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_MultifloraRose2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Pale-Swallow-wort-2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Oriental-Bittersweet2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_LesserCelandine2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Bush-Honeysuckle2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Garlic-Mustard2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_NorwayMaple2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_WingedBurningBush2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Common-Buckthorn2015.pdf
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canopy openings. There are currently nine documented infestations of this plant within the 
PRISM; however, this species is likely underrepresented in APIPPôs database. Eight new 
infestations of this plant were documented in 2018. Efforts to more comprehensively document 
the distribution of common buckthorn in natural areas will continue in 2019. 

¶ Scotch broom (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a perennial shrub that invades fields, 
forest edges, roadsides, and canopy openings. It can form dense stands that crowd out native 
species and degrade wildlife habitat. There is currently only one documented infestation of this 
plant within the PRISM. There were no new infestations of this plant documented in 2018. 

¶ Cup plant (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is an herbaceous perennial in the sunflower 
family that produces copious amounts of seed allowing it to form dense monocultures and 
outcompete native plants. It readily invades riparian corridors, wet meadows, open forested 
wetlands, and drainage ditches. There are currently 41 documented infestations of this plant 
within the PRISM. All infestations were mapped for the first time in 2018. 

¶ Reed canary grass (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a perennial grass that grows up 
to 5 feet tall. It spreads through abundant seed production and vegetative expansion via 
rhizomes. It readily invades moist sites where it crowds out native vegetation. There are 
currently six documented infestations of reed canary grass within the PRISM; however, this 
species is likely underrepresented in APIPPôs database. Four new infestations of this plant 
were documented in 2018. Efforts to more comprehensively document the distribution of reed 
canary grass in natural areas will continue in 2019. 

¶ Tree-of-heaven (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a deciduous tree that can reach 80 
feet in height, forming thick stands that crowd out native plant species. There are currently two 
documented infestations of tree-of-heaven in the PRISM. There were no new infestations of 
this plant documented in 2018. 

¶ Yellow iris (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is an invasive ornamental perennial that can 
form dense monocultures which crowd out native plants. It readily invades riparian corridors, 
the shores of lakes and ponds, wetlands, and drainage ditches. There are currently 189 
documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. Ten new infestations of this plant were 
documented in 2018. 

¶ Glossy buckthorn (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a deciduous shrub or small tree 
that can exceed 20 feet in height. Much like common buckthorn, it produces small glossy, 
black berries that are dispersed long distances by birds. Dense infestations shade out native 
plants and can impact forest regeneration. It readily invades areas of disturbance such as 
roadsides, grasslands, forest edges and canopy openings. No infestations have been mapped 
to-date in the PRISM, but the species is known to be present in limited abundance. Efforts to 
more comprehensively document the distribution of glossy buckthorn in natural areas will 
commence in 2019. 

¶ Giant hogweed (PRISM Invasiveness Ranking = High) is a large herbaceous biennial that can 
reach 15 feet in height and contains phytotoxic sap that can cause severe skin burns upon 
contact. It readily invades drainage ditches, grasslands/fields, and yards. There are currently 
16 documented infestations of this plant within the PRISM. There were no new infestations of 
this plant documented in 2018. 

 

 
 

http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_ScotchBroom2016.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_CupPlant2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Reed-Canary-Grass.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Tree-of-Heaven2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Yellow-Iris2015.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PRISM_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Glossy_Buckthorn.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/APIPP_Invasive_Plant_Ranking_Form_Giant-Hogweed2015.pdf
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Terrestrial Invasive Animals 

The Terrestrial Project surveys for three target terrestrial invasive animals known to be present in 
the PRISM, based on their high or very high NYS invasiveness rankings: emerald ash borer 
(Agrilus planipennis), hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) and sirex woodwasp (Sirex 
noctilio). As of 2018, there are two mapped infestations of these animals in the PRISM (Map 3) 

¶ Emerald ash borer (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = Very High) is a small emerald 
green beetle that is extremely destructive to ash trees in the Fraxinus genus. Extensive larval 
feeding activity cuts off nutrients and water flow throughout the tree, causing mortality. 
Emerald ash borer was confirmed in the PRISM for the first time in 2017 in northern Franklin 
County. There were no new infestations of this species documented in 2018. 

¶ Hemlock woolly adelgid (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = High) is a small insect that 
inserts its piercing-sucking mouthpiece into the twig tissue near the base of hemlock needles. 
The hemlock tree responds by walling off the wound. When this compartmentalization action is 
repeated on a large scale in response to heavy adelgid infestation, nutrient and water flow is 
cut off within the tree, resulting in rapid mortality. The first infestation of hemlock woolly adelgid 
in the Adirondack PRISM was confirmed on Prospect Mountain near Lake George in 2017. 
There were no new infestations of this species documented in 2018.  

¶ Sirex wood wasp (NYS Threat Ranking Assessment Score = High) is a pest of a wide variety 
of pine species and causes damage by laying its eggs underneath the bark of the host tree. 
Upon oviposition, the insect may also deposit a fungus that serves as a food source for its 
larvae but is toxic to the host tree. Comprehensive surveys for sirex woodwasp have not been 
completed, but the insect is presumed to be widespread in the PRISM.   

 

 
APIPPôs Terrestrial Project Coordinator, Zack Simek, deploys an EAB trap near Meacham Lake Campground ï Brighton  

http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/8af0a_Agrilus%20planipennis%20Ecological.pdf
http://adkinvasives.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Adelges-tsugae-Ecological.12202012.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/537d2_Sirex%20noctilio.ecological.pdf































































